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Application For A Review 
Of A Premises Licence 

Or Club Certificate     
(Form LA09) 

www.stockton.gov.uk Trading Standards & Licensing, PO Box 232, 16 Church Road, Stockton on Tees TS18 1XD 
Tel: (01642) 526558  Fax: (01642) 526584 

Application for A Review Of A Premises Licence Or Club Premises Certificate Under 
The Licensing Act 2003 

Before Completing This Form Please Read the Guidance Notes At The End Of The Form 

If you are completing this form by hand please write legibly in block capitals.  In all cases ensure that your answers are 
inside the boxes and written in black ink.  Use additional sheets if necessary.  You may wish to keep a copy of the 
completed form for your records. 

I (Insert name of applicant) 

apply for the review of a premises licence under section 51/apply for the review of a club premises certificate 
under section 87 of the Licensing Act 2003 for the premises described in Part 1 below (delete as applicable) 

PART 1 – PREMISES OR CLUB PREMISES DETAILS 

Postal Address of Premises or Club Premises, or if none, ordnance survey map reference or description 
The Penny Black PH 
Langthorne Grove 
Post Town 
Stockton on Tees 

Post Code 
TS18 5PU 

Name of premises licence holder or club holding club premises certificate (if known) 
Gary Allen COOKE 

Number of premises licence or club premise certificate (if known) 
050447 

PART 2 – APPLICANT DETAILS 

I am 
Please 
Tick  

1) an interested party (please complete (A) or (B) below) 

a) a person living in the vicinity of the premises 

b) a body representing persons living in the vicinity of the premises 

c) a person involved in business in the vicinity of the premises 

d) a body representing persons involved in business in the vicinity of the premises 

2) a responsible authority (please complete (C) below) x 

3) a member of the club to which this application relates (please complete (A) below) 

(A) DETAILS OF INDIVIDUAL APPLICANT (fill in as applicable)

Mr Mrs Miss Ms  Other Title (for example, Rev) 

Andrew Thorpe

APPENDIX 1
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Surname      First Names 

 

 

I am 18 years old or over             Yes       (Please Tick) 

 

Current Address 
 
 
 
 

 

Post Town  Post Code  

  

Daytime contact telephone number  

 

E-mail address (optional)  

 
 
(B) DETAILS OF OTHER APPLICANT 
 

Name and Address 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone Number (If any) 
 

 

E-Mail address (optional) 
 

 

 
 
(C) DETAILS OF RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY APPLICANT 
Name and Address 

Chief Constable of Cleveland Police 

c/o A/Sgt Andrew Thorpe 

Licensing Unit 

Middlesbrough Police 

Bridge Street West 

Middlesbrough 

TS2 1AB 

 

Telephone Number (If any) 
 

01642 302160 

E-Mail address (optional) 
 

Andrew.thorpe@cleveland.pnn.police.uk 

  

 



 
This document was classified as: OFFICIAL 

This application to review relates to the following licensing objective(s) 
Please  
Tick  

  
1. The prevention of crime and disorder        X 

2. Public safety           X 

3. The prevention of public nuisance        X 

4. The protection of children from harm         

 

Cleveland Police apply for a review of the premises Licence at The Penny Black Public House on 

Langthorne Grove, Hartburn, Stockton, on grounds that it is undermining the Licensing objectives of the 

Prevention of Crime and Disorder and Public Safety.  

 

The Penny Black is situated in it’s own grounds in a highly populated residential area. It is a well established 

community public house and has, historically, been well attended by locals from the area.  

 

At 5pm on 20th March 2020 the Prime Minister ordered the closure of all hospitality type premises including 

public houses from midnight that night. This has continued to this day and businesses are still waiting on an 

announcement as to when the order will be lifted. Premises are allowed to sell takeaway food and deliveries 

of food and alcohol as long as they have permission on their licence to sell alcohol for consumption off the 

premises which the Penny Black does. 

 

As part of our ongoing duties we have been reacting to information from the public regarding premises which 

they believe are not abiding by the Health Protection Coronavirus Act 2020 regulations.  

 

We have received numerous complaints from various members of the public regarding The Penny Black 

having people on site in the bar drinking. 

 

Police attended on five separate occasions to engage, explain and encourage the licensee to work within the 

legislation laid down by the Government to combat the spread of Coronavirus, giving advice on best practice 

and what the regulations meant for him and his business. 

 

• 26th March 2020 15:00 hours, Licensing Support officers to speak to the DPS Gary Cooke about 

posts on Facebook, saying they are allowing people to purchase food and then eat it in the beer 

garden. Cooke agreed to remove the post on advice that this is not permissible due to the 

Coronavirus restrictions at this time. 

• 28th March 2020 21:00 hours Officers attended the premise after receiving complaints frpom the 

public that the premise was “open”. At this time it was found that nothing was wrong, but the DPS 

was unable to show any CCTV footage as corroboration as due to ongoing alterations to the 

premises the CCTV was inoperative 

• 31st March 2020 11:45 hours, licensing officers attended the premise to speak to Gary Cooke and 

explain what he can and can’t do during the ongoing restrictions put in place by the government to 

try and slow the spread of Covid19. 

• On 6th May 2020 at 18:35 hours after receiving more information from the public about people 
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drinking in the premise Licensing Officers attended to find a male sitting at the bar with a drink in 

front of him, who identified himself as a decorator who had been working in the premise. It was 

explained to the DPS and the male that they could not do this as it was in contravention of the 

Covid19 Restrictions. Again advice was given around the regulations to the DPS. Cooke was again 

asked for CCTV footage but stated that the CCTV was still not operational. 

• 15th May 2020 16:50 hours Licensing officers attended the premise after receiving information that 

there were people in the premise drinking. On attending officers found 15+ people inside the premise 

many with alcoholic drinks in front of them, sitting at tables as though the premise was trading as 

normal. The DPS Gary Cook e was also sitting at the bar while this was going on and two female 

members of staff were behind the bar serving. The premise was cleared, one male was issued a 

fixed penalty notice as this was not the first time he was inside the premise with drink and the DPS 

was advised that Environmental Health would be notified and that they could issue a prohibition 

notice. 

• Finally on 19th May 2020 at 15:55 hours PC894 Thorpe attended The Penny Black with senior 

Trading Standards Officer to issue the DPS Gary Cook e with a prohibition notice and was advised 

that further transgression would result in him being summonsed to court.  

 

Despite trying to work with the licensee, on the last occasion officers found 15 or more people on site using 

the premises as though the lockdown was no longer in force, drinking alcohol sitting around tables together 

and at the bar, with the premises trading as before the Coronavirus legislations. This put not only his and his 

staffs health at risk, but also the patrons at the premise, the people they would be going home to and anyone 

they may come in to contact with during their everyday life. 

 

The Operating Schedule contains few conditions on the Licence and has no legal requirement for CCTV, 

however Police consider the provision of CCTV to be a basic requirement at a busy licensed premises. The 

Pub is fitted with CCTV however the Premises Licence holder claims that he does not know how it works. 

 

On the 10th February 2020, the Premises Licence Holder reported a robbery at 03:11 where £13,000 in 

takings was stolen by 2 men who threatened staff with a spade and a crow bar. This crime was investigated 

by CID who contacted Cleveland Police Licensing Unit stating that the Premises Licence holder was not 

providing the CCTV. PC Arbuckle from the Licensing Unit contacted the Premises Licence Holder who 

claimed that he didn’t know how to work the CCTV but was getting someone to do it. The Officers dealing 

had to arrange for the Technical Support Unit to attend to download the footage. The suspects could not be 

identified from the footage. 

 

On a Police Visit on the 28th March 2020 regarding breaches of Covid Legislation, PC Westmoreland asked 

the Premises Licence Holder about the CCTV and he informed he he could not work it and she would have 

to look at it herself. 

 

On the 5th August 2020, PC Arbuckle spoke to the Premises Licence Holder regarding CCTV for Saturday 1st 

August. This was following information from Stockton Council that the premises had again been breaching 

Covid legislation with people dancing inside the premises. PC Arbuckle was told that the CCTV was not 

working at all. 
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Cleveland Police are aware that Stockton Council has received a number of noise complaints about the 

premises since it reopened. 

 

Not only have Cleveland Police spoken to the operator about each of these incidents, Cleveland Police have 

also spoken to the owners Star Pubs about these concerns. 

 

Cleveland Police are of the view that the premises Licence holder is undermining the Licensing objectives of 

Crime and Disorder, Public Nuisance and Public Safety 

   
Please provide as much information as possible to support the application.  (Please read guidance note 2) 

Further evidence will follow.  

 

 
 

Please  
Tick  

  
Have you made an application for review relating to these premises before?   

      
   Day Month Year 

If Yes, please state the date of that application         

 

 

If you have made representation before relating to these premises please state what they were and when 
you made them. 
 
 
 

Please  
Tick  

  
• I have sent copies of this form and enclosures to the responsible authorities 

 And the premises licence holder or club holding the club premises certificate,    X 
 as appropriate.  
 

• I understand that if I do not comply with the above requirements my application will  
 be rejected.             X 
 
It Is An Offence, Liable On Conviction To A Fine Up To Level 5 On The Standards Scale Under 
Section 158 Of The Licensing Act 2003 To Make A False Statement In Or In Connection With This 
Application. 
 

 How We Collect And Use Information 
 
The information collected, on this form and from supporting evidence, by Stockton on Tees Borough Council will be used to process 
your application.  The information may be passed to other Enforcement Agencies as permitted by law. 
 
We may check information provided by you, or information about you provided by a third party, with other information held by us.  We 
may also get information from certain third parties, or give information to them to check the accuracy of information, to prevent or detect 
crime, or to protect public funds in other ways, as permitted by law.  These third parties include Government Departments and local 
authorities. 
 
We will not disclose information about you to anyone outside Stockton on Tees Borough Council nor use information about you for other 
purposes unless the law permits us to. 
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Stockton on Tees Borough Council is the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act 1998. If you want to know more 
about what information we have about you, or the way we use your information, you can ask at; Trading Standards and Licensing,  
PO Box 232, 16 Church Road, Stockton on Tees, TS18 1XD 
 
 
Part 3 – Signatures   (Please read guidance note 3)  
 
Signature of applicant or applicant’s solicitor or other duly authorised agent.  (See guidance note 4)  If 
signing on behalf of the applicant please state in what capacity. 
 
Signature 

 
A. Thorpe                                        

 
Date 21/08/2020 

Capacity 
 

Licensing Sergeant 

 
 
Contact name (where not previously given) and address for correspondence associated with this application.  
(Please read guidance note 5) 
 
A/Sgt A. Thorpe 
Middlesbrough Police Station 
Bridge Street West 
Middlesbrough 
 
Post Town   Middlesbrough 
 

Post Code    TS2 1AB 

 
Telephone Number (if any) 
 

01642 302160 

E-mail Address (optional) 
 

S0.dlu@cleveland.pnn.police.uk 

 
 
 
 
Notes for Guidance 
 

1. The ground(s) for review must be based on one of the licensing objectives. 
2. Please list any additional information or details for example dates of problems, which are included in 

the grounds for review, if applicable. 
3. The application form must be signed. 
4. An applicant’s agent (for example solicitor) may sign the form on their behalf provided that they have 

actual authority to do so. 
5. This is the address, which we shall use to correspond with you about this application. 
6. Information on the Licensing Act 2003 is available at www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/stockton and you 

are advised to read any relevant guidance leaflets before completing this form. 
 

http://www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/stockton
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CLEVELAND POLICE 

WITNESS STATEMENT 
(CJ Act 1967, s9 MC Act 1980, ss5A(3)(a) and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, r.27.1(1) 
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Statement of Andrew THORPE 

Age if under 18 Over 18 (If over 18 insert "Over 18") Occupation Police Constable 0894 
 

This statement (consisting of 7 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated 
anything in it, which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 

Signature Andrew Thorpe  Date:  019/08/2020 
 

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded   (supply witness details on rear) 
 

I am a serving police officer with Cleveland Police. I am currently stationed with the 

Licensing Support Unit at Middlesbrough Police HQ. 

 

Part of my role as a licensing support officer is to monitor licensed premises within 

Hartlepool and Stockton districts ensuring that they are trading within the spirit of the four 

licensing objectives. We will ask that they will not have an adverse affect on the 

surrounding community or have a negative impact on Crime & Disorder, Public Safety or 

Public Nuisance objectives and will Prevent Harm to Children. 

 

This statement is in relation to a request to review the licence of an on-licensed premise, 

The Penny Black Public House, Langthorne Grove, Hartburn, Stockton. Cleveland Police 

request this review as we believe The Penny Black has failed to uphold two of the licensing 

objectives, namely Preventing Crime and Disorder and Public Safety. 

 

The Penny Black is situated in a heavily populated residential area which has a mixture of 

 

Signature       Signature Witnessed by       
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                                                          CLEVELAND POLICE 
  Page No 2 

Continuation of Statement of Andrew THORPE 
 

 

families and elderly people. It is set in its own grounds with it’s own beer garden and car 

park. Whilst it backs on to fields, it is surrounded on the other three sides by private 

residences.  

 

The Penny Black’s Premise Licence is held by Gary Alan COOKE who is also named as 

the Designated Premise Supervisor (DPS). The premise licence in its current form has 

been in place since 1st November 2017. 

 

On 20th March 2020 at 17:00 hours the Prime Minister issued a public statement, that 

certain businesses should cease trading on site, and that alcohol and food could no longer 

be served to be consumed on the premise or land adjacent to the premise from midnight 

that day or as soon as practicable. As a result of that announcement legislation was put in 

to place to support this under the Coronavirus Act 2020. 

 

The legislation put out by Public Health England under the Health Protection (Coronavirus, 

Business Closure)(England) Regulations 2020 state: 

Requirement to close premises and businesses during the emergency 

2. 

(1) A person who is responsible for carrying on a business which is listed in Part 1 of the 

Schedule must— 

(a)1984 c. 22. Part 2A was inserted by section 129 of the Health and Social Care Act 2008 

(c.14). 

2 (a) during the relevant period— 



MG 11-00(T) 
  RESTRICTED (when complete)  

 

                                                          CLEVELAND POLICE 
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Continuation of Statement of Andrew THORPE 
 

 

(i)close any premises, or part of the premises, in which food or drink are sold for consumption 

on those premises, and 

(ii)cease selling food or drink for consumption on its premises; or 

(b)if the business sells food or drink for consumption off the premises, cease selling food or 

drink for consumption on its premises during the relevant period. 

 

It also goes on to specify - 

(3) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(a)(ii) and (b), an area adjacent to the premises of the 

business where seating is made available for customers of the business (whether or not by 

the business) to be treated as part of the premises of that business. 

Part 1 of the regulations includes Bars and Public Houses as businesses to close. 

 

We have since 25th March 2020 received several pieces of intelligence from members of the 

public and councillors with concerns that the premise was trading as normal or that they were 

carrying out business in contravention of the regulations. These were motivated by peoples 

desire to see the steps to slow the pandemic work and the lockdown to be as effective as 

possible. 

 

On 26th March 2020 Cleveland police received information that the Penny Black was 

advertising on Facebook that they were setting up their beer garden so that people collecting 

“takeaway food” from them could sit in the beer garden and eat their food. Unfortunately due 

to the regulations laid out in the Health Protection Coronavirus Act 2020 this is not allowed as 

this would be classed as land adjacent to the premises where seating is made available to 
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Continuation of Statement of Andrew THORPE 
 

 

customers. At 15:00 hours the same day Licensing Officers attended the premise and spoke 

to the Designated Premise Supervisor (DPS) Gary Cooke and explained fully why he was not 

able to use the beer garden to allow people to eat the food and showed him the part of the 

Act which is relevant to licensed premises such as his. We gave him advice about the best 

way to supply takeaway food as he expressed a wish to do this and even suggested he might 

want to take the food out to customers rather than have them come on to the premise to 

protect the customers and his staff. 

 

On 28th March 2020 further information was received that members of the public were seeing 

people in the bar area, playing pool, watching television and drinking alcohol from the bar. 

Officers attended the premise at 21:00 hours the same day including a Licensing Officer. 

When they attended there were three males and one female present in the bar area 

consuming alcohol. The officers spoke to the licensee Gary Cooke who stated that all the 

people present resided at The Penny Black, The other two males rented rooms at the 

premise. He was asked if he was able to show officers the CCTV but stated that due to 

ongoing alterations to the premise the CCTV was not operating. There was money in the till 

but the licensee stated this was from the sale of takeaway meals. 

 

On Tuesday 31st March 2020 at 11:45 hours myself and Sergeant Paul Higgins from the 

Licensing Support Unit attended The Penny Black Public House to speak to the licensee Gary 

Cooke, to identify the persons at the premise and fully explain what they can and can’t do in 

accordance with the regulations laid down by the government. It was established that three 

males (the licensee, the chef and another male) and one female (the licensee’s partner) 
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Continuation of Statement of Andrew THORPE 
 

 

resided at the premise. One of the males refused to give his name verbally as he believed this 

formed a verbal contract with the police and would only write his name down for us. We 

advised that they could not supply alcohol or food for consumption in the premise or allow use 

of any of the facilities (toilets etc.). We gave advice on not sitting at the bar drinking in sight of 

public walking by, we, again, also advised rather than supplying the food for takeaway in the 

bar area, to ask people to wait outside and take the food out. It was also established that the 

DPS could not work the CCTV system and could not provide CCTV readily if requested. The 

licensee appeared to take all of this on board and promised that no other persons were 

drinking or eating in the premise. 

 

We received another e-mail from a member of the public informing us that they were aware of 

people they knew drinking in the Penny Black. As result of the e-mail on Wednesday 6th May 

2020 at 18:35 hours Licensing Officers attended the Penny Black. We found the chef present, 

the other male resident, a male waiting for takeaway food and another male at the bar 

drinking, what we ascertained from the male to be lager, from a Fosters glass. When 

challenged the male stated he was a decorator carrying out work on the premise and that he 

had been given a free pint while he waited for his food. We advised that no alcohol was to be 

served to be consumed on the premise free or otherwise and went to great pains to explain 

why to all present and were told it would not happen again. 

 

On Friday 15th May 2020 at 16:50 hours we received a telephone call from a member of the 

public stating that there were a number of people in The Penny Black at that moment drinking 

in the premise as though lockdown restrictions had been lifted. At 17:10 hours the same day I 
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Continuation of Statement of Andrew THORPE 
 

 

attended the premise with my colleague PC Emma Westmoreland. On entering we found 15 

or more people in the premise, many had pints of lager or other alcohol in front of them or 

drinking from them, there were a few shots on tables as well, and two males were sat at the 

bar with alcoholic drinks in front of them. The DPS Gary Cooke was sat at the bar with a pint 

glass in front which appeared to contain an alcoholic beverage of him as well. One of the 

males at the bar was the decorator who had been challenged on previous occasions. There 

were also two female bar staff serving behind the bar, one was the female partner of the DPS. 

The bar was cleared and the decorator was given a Fixed Penalty Fine for his persistent 

breaching of the regulations. We spoke at length, again to the DPS Gary Cooke who had no 

defence to his failure to abide with the regulations. Cooke stated that he could not provide 

CCTV footage as the CCTV system was in not working while the decorating and 

refurbishment of the premises was being carried out. Cooke was advised that we would notify 

Trading Standards who would likely issue a prohibition notice, and advised that until that point 

the doors should be kept locked and any takeaway orders that they needed to fulfill must be 

taken to the customers outside and nobody but staff and people residing at the residence 

should be allowed in. Mr. Cooke agreed to this and stated he understood what he had been 

told. 

 

On Tuesday 19th May 2020 at 15:55 hours I once again attended The Penny Black Public 

House with the Senior Trading Standards officer, where Gary Cooke was issued with and 

accepted a Prohibition Notice and was advised that any further transgressions would result in 

him being summonsed to court. Mr. Cooke was also advised by me that we would be looking 

to review the premise licence due to his persistent flouting of the laws around the Health 
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Continuation of Statement of Andrew THORPE 
 

 

Protection (Coronavirus) Act 2020 and his disregard for Public Safety. Mr. Cooke stated he 

understood and was apologetic for his part in what had occurred and promised it would not 

happen again. 

 

Since this time regulations have been relaxed and the premise has been allowed to reopen 

again on 4th July 2020. Unfortunately complaints have continued from members of the public 

and the council regarding noise from the premise, people and vehicles in the car park 

attached to the premise, concerns over social distancing,  the number of people in the 

premise and safe operating of the premise. I have provided some examples of these 

complaints to the police. 

 

We will always look to the review process as being the last recourse for any licensed 

premises. Unfortunately, we have tried to work with Mr. Cooke visiting on numerous 

occasions and taking the time to discuss the regulations and offer advice and best practice 

while the restrictions and lockdown is in place. We have gone to great lengths to engage, 

explain and encourage Mr. Cooke to do things properly without the need to enforce the 

regulations. Even with these interventions matters have escalated until we have found the 

premise trading as though all restrictions have been lifted, putting, not only the staff, the 

licensee and the patrons at risk but the wider family units of these people and other innocent 

members of the public who may come in to contact with them during their daily routines. 
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Continuation of Statement of Andrew THORPE 
 

 

As such not only has Mr. Cooke disregarded the legislation laid down by the government he 

has also flagrantly disregarded Public Safety, leaving us with little choice but to seek a review 

of the premise licence. 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 
(CJ Act 1967, s9 MC Act 1980, ss5A(3)(a) and 5B; MC Rules 1981, r70) 
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Statement of Emma WESTMORELAND  

Age if under 18 OVER 18 (If over 18 insert "Over 18") Occupation Police Constable 2463 
 

This statement (consisting of     page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated 
anything in it, which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 

Signature        Date:  12/06/2020 
 

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded   (supply witness details on rear) 
 

I am a Police Constable in Cleveland Police presently stationed at Middlesbrough Police 

Station in the Licensing Support Unit.  

On Saturday 28th March 2020 at 20:30 hours I was on mobile patrol when I was requested 

to attend The PENNY BLACK, ELLERTON ROAD, HARTBURN by officers conducting 

patrols to identify and deal with any Covid - 19 breaches. I made my way directly to the 

premise and entered the bar area.  Awaiting my attendance in the bar was Sgt 1832 

BARCLAY and another officer.  Upon entering the bar I could see that all the lights were 

switched on and the large TV on the wall was on.  Present in the room was Gary COOKE, 

the licensee, a female, and two males. One of  who I recognised from a visit I had made to 

the pub on the 26th March 2020 at that time the male had been painting the ceiling in the 

bar area and was working as a decorator.  

I tried to speak to COOKE regarding him having people in the premise who do not live 

there but he was intoxicated and accused the police of bullying him as this was the third 

visit he’d had regarding Covid regulations. I asked COOKE why he had people in the pub 

and I was informed by him that the male with dreadlocks and the unknown male resided 

 

Signature       Signature Witnessed by N/A 



MG 11-00(T) 
  RESTRICTED (when complete)  

 

                                                          CLEVELAND POLICE 
  Page No 2 

Continuation of Statement of Emma WESTMORELAND  
 

 

Signature       Signature Witnessed by N/A 
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with him in the accommodation above the premise and that his girlfriend was working as 

they were selling takeaways. He was unable to account for the decorator’s presence on the 

premise. I spoke to the decorator and asked him to leave the venue stating he was 

breaching the Covid regulations by been present in the pub. He agreed to leave and 

phoned a taxi. I attempted to speak to COOKE further regarding having persons on the 

premise however he refused to engage with me.  When asking COOKE if he had CCTV on 

the premise he stated that he did but that he did not know how to work it and told me to do 

it myself.   

On the 6th May 2020 at 18:35 hours me and PC 894 THORPE attended THE PENNY 

BLACK again, upon entering the premise I switched on my body worn video camera, I 

exhibit this footage as EEW/1. Upon entering the bar area I saw a female stood behind the 

bar, A male with dreadlocks seated at the high table in the centre of the room with an 

unknown male. Also present was the decorator who I’d spoken to on two previous 

occasions. He was sat at the bar drinking a pint of lager, when I asked him why he was 

there he stated he had just finished decorating and was having a drink before leaving. PC 

894 Thorpe spoke to the decorator explaining why he could not be in the pub after he 

finished working, as at that time he was socialising and that regulations had been brought 

in to enforce social distancing. Danny was asked to leave the pub whilst the others present 

were allowed to stay as they were residing at the property.  

On the 15th May 2020 at about 16:50 hours myself and PC 894 THORPE attended THE 

PENNY BLACK after receiving complaints from concerned members of the public reporting 

that the premise was open.  Upon our arrival at the venue I could see that the blinds were 
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Continuation of Statement of Emma WESTMORELAND  
 

 

Signature       Signature Witnessed by N/A 
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drawn in the bar preventing me seeing inside on all my other visits the blinds had been 

open. I entered the bar through the unlocked main entrance. Upon entering the bar area I 

was shocked at the amount of people sat and stood around consuming alcohol and soft 

drinks.  

Directly in front of me was a low table with three or four people sat around it each with a 

drink, to the right of that was another table again with people situated around it. In the 

centre of the room was a high table with seats for six persons. People were standing and 

sitting around the table. There were partially drunk glasses of alcoholic and soft drinks on 

the table and a tray of empty shot glasses.  COOKE the licensee was sat at the bar on a 

stool with a full pint. Behind the bar were two females. There were approximately 15-17 

persons in the premise breaching the covid-19 closure order.  Everyone that was present 

was asked to leave which they did. PC 894 THORPE issued a fixed penalty notice to the 

decorator, who was one again consuming alcohol.  

I spoke to COOKE who confirmed that the CCTV was not working in the premise due to 

him getting a new system installed and that he was embarrassed to have been caught in 

the situation.  He was advised by PC 894 THORPE that he would be visited by Trading 

Standards and issued with a prohibition notice. 
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